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Gratitude Times Three
By Dave Drum—Founder: J17 Ministries

Is gratitude one of your spiritual disciplines?

For the last few years, it’s been one of mine. I start each day with 

pen and paper in hand, ready to write out some prayers. One of my 

biggest needs is to slow down, and physically putting pen to paper 

forces me to do that. My journal entries always start with, “Good 

morning, Jesus. Thank you for . . .” and I intentionally list as many 

items from the last 24 hours as I can think of. Psalm 100:4 says, “Enter 

His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise.” Gratitude 

ushers me into the presence of God, quite literally, each morning.

Christian gratitude always is centered in the person of Jesus. If 

I’m feeling low either due to battles with depression or just chal-

lenging circumstances, I can always find plenty to express gratitude 

for in the person of Jesus. He left the safe and perfect spiritual 

atmosphere of heaven to join our messy Earth environment. How 

can I be anything but grateful for such a gift? He absorbed into 

His own body the ugliest of humanity so that evil doesn’t have to 

keep reverberating from person to person. So grateful. He offered 

forgiveness in exchange for cruelty and neglect. My entire life can 

be an offering of thanksgiving.
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But the salvation story is even better than that, astounding as that is. Because God not only does such 

great and marvelous things, He invites us into the action. As the old hymn, Ah, Holy Jesus, says, “Who was 

the guilty? Who brought this upon thee? Alas my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee. ‘Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it 

was denied thee; I crucified thee.” And yet, God invites you and me to be bearers of the good news. We are 

invited into the story of Emmanuel, God with us, and not just as bit players, but as heralds of the Gospel. 

God could have done it all Himself, but He gives us roles. Moses was invited to hold his staff over the Red 

Sea. A child was invited to offer up his lunch consisting of five loaves and two fish. Peter and friends were 

invited to let down their nets before God summoned the fish. We all have parts to play!

In the perfect storm we’re in the middle of right now—a global pandemic, racial and social unrest, and 

the-most-contentious-to-date Presidential Election season—it takes intentionality to be full of grateful-

ness. God has given us opportunities to be part of the solution instead of part of the problem. He invited 

me to write a book, Peace Talks: The Good News of Jesus in a Donkey Elephant War, that stands as an invitation 

to you to do things differently this political season. He invited me to call a million people to prayer—see 

PrayForTheUSA.net. I’m grateful that He’s giving me a role to play, despite my unworthiness. And you’re 

invited to make a difference as well.

(continued on next page)

About David Drum
Pastor David Drum has worked full time for unity within the Christian Church since 

2011, and part time before that while serving as the solo/lead pastor of Community of 

Hope from 1990–2011. While working as the Church Domain Director for 4Tucson, he 

authored Jesus’ Surprising Strategy and If It Was Easy, Jesus Wouldn’t Have Prayed For It. In 

2018 he founded J17 Ministries (J17Ministries.org) to “unite the Body of Christ FOR a 

divided world.”
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“The Spiritual Discipline of Gratitude”

These tumultuous times are a stark reminder that we often struggle with the spiritual discipline of Gratitude. 

During my days as an art student, I remember creating a bronze sculpture with one lone figure titled “9”. 

The 12” tall wall piece depicted the account of Jesus healing 10 lepers yet only one returned to thank him, 

(Luke 17:11-19). Where were the other nine? According to scripture, gratitude is not always about receiving. 

For instance, in the account of Jonah, we witness the 

desperation of a godly man who runs from his calling to 

reach the City of Ninevah with God’s warnings. Jonah 

suffered the consequences and ultimately returned 

to Ninevah bringing the entire city to repentance. 

However, Jonah remained ungrateful, resentful, and 

judgmental. Are we the nine lepers who receive but 

do not give thanks or like Jonah would we rather run 

or face death than help those who come against our 

beliefs? Do we call for justice or do we run towards 

the opportunities to serve? I have often been like 

Jonah, but last week as I attended a funeral for a dear 

friend’s father, one man’s gratitude convicted me. Pastor Gene Chewning of Tucson Living Word Assembly of 

God, located in South Tucson spoke of hard times at his church. Recently, the church has suffered three fires 

a burglary and the horror of seeing a dead man left on their church property. Pastor Chewning, a tall, thin 

man in his 80’s spoke of his desire to continue serving his neighborhood and he called on those who believe 

in Christ to pray for protection for the church. His countenance represented both joy and determination with 

gratitude towards the God he serves so faithfully. He imprinted upon the group a lesson we will not forget 

and I am thankful for his discipline, grace and joy in the face of adversity; a true example of gratitude.

Rebecca Thompson

Rebeccathompsonsculpture.com
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Alfie passes out his poems, along with peanut butter and jelly sandwiches to the homeless, and writes from their perspective.

Poems Without a Home

From Faith to Belief
by Alfie Griffin

When we move from wobbly faith
To the sturdiness of belief
We leave the fogginess of the unknown
And enter into the illumination of heaven.

But it is in our tainted bloodstreams
That we created to sin against the One
Who died for you and me.
That is the cyclical story of all our memoirs.

Every act that takes us away from God,
Does not come from God
But puts us in the shadows of His Light
Where we lie to ourselves
And cower like weak dogs 
From being our True Selves.

When we turn towards the Light
Of Eternity
We say Yes to the Love
That existed before God dreamed us up from dust.

We could not move a finger without Him.
We forget this,
Because we take ourselves and our lives and Him 

for granted.

But change is always in the turning clouds.
So, let us live as if
He were to be here tomorrow
And to “Fear not” as He said.
And shift, like the clouds do, 
From Faith to Belief.
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OUR NEW STORE: We’re adding items bit by bit. Please share with your friends this 
new opportunity to purchase items for yourself, family, and friends; gifts for birthdays 

or special occasions. There are discounts for members of Via de Dios on selected items. You 
will need your member code. If you haven’t received your member code, please email us.

New Products:
 Audio
  Prayer: Simplicity in Complexity by Jason Caywood MP3 or CD

 Video (Coming Soon)
  Stillness: The Doorway into Divine Relationship by Amos Smith MP4 or DVD

 Books
  Peace Talks by David Drum Book
  If it was Easy, Jesus Wouldn’t have Prayed for it by David Drum Book
  Jesus’ Surprising Strategy by David Drum Book
  Be Still and Listen by Amos Smith Book

 Gifts
  Clay Art by Robin Chlad Original Art 

PARTNERS & PATRONS:
Our Partner and Patron relationships are priceless. It is the giving and receiving 

that is the gift. It’s the working together for a common cause and goal that is the trea-
sure. Thank You for your enthusiasm and support.
Thrivent Financial is our new Patron this month.  

REMINDER:
• Directory of Groups: On our Resources page. Find a place or Group that  

you can join for Stillness/Contemplative/Meditative support. Be in community.  
viadedios.org/directory-of-groups

• Via de Dios is on Facebook: Please Like and Share our messages to help build 
awareness of the many benefits we offer. Thank You. facebook.com/ViadeDiosTucson

• Times are Tough: Yet we are Thankful. Join Via de Dios in our efforts to enhance lives 
and develop harmony among individuals and organizations. Consider a monthly 
gift of $20.00 [.67 cents a day]. Donate today.
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NOTICE: Via de Dios is continuing to meet cautiously in-person and through Zoom. Check out our new 

Directory of Groups in town that practice Prayer in Stillness.

Please check our website for all events. viadedios.org

Ongoing Groups
GRASSROOTS MOVEMENT: This is not political but will 

have far reaching effects in all areas. We’re starting a 

“GrassRoots Movement.” If you’ve ever asked your-

self, how can we get things done? How can we make 

a positive impact for change? No protesting, nothing 

annoying, it’s just caring and inviting that will change hearts. Become a part of our GrassRoots 

Movement and make it happen. It’s FREE to join. Invite your friends. Two or three can multiply 

into hundreds even thousands, and together we can make an impact.

STEPS:

• Join the GrassRoots Movement for FREE

• Invite others to invite others to invite others.

• Share your stories. Share the things other people are doing for “Good,” so we can get them noticed 

and help. We will feature one of their stories in our monthly newsletter.  

Mail to: Via de Dios. 1099 S. Pantano Rd., #17223, Tucson, AZ, 85731 

And/or email it to: viadedios.az@gmail.com.

• Download the FLYER on page 7. Send to as many people as you can both electronically and physically.

• Let us know your experiences from these good deeds.

ONGOING GROUPS: If you would like to join us for Stillness Prayer / Contemplative Prayer groups, 

please register online for either the Tuesday or Wednesday groups so we can send links and infor-

mation. Learn Stillness Skills. The groups are FREE.

viadedios.org/current-events

Directory of Groups on our Resources page: viadedios.org/directory-of-groups
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GRASSROOTS MOVEMENT: This is not political but will have far reaching effects 

in all areas. We’re starting a “GrassRoots Movement.” If you’ve ever asked 

yourself, how can we get things done? How can we make a positive impact for 

change? No protesting, nothing annoying, it’s just caring and inviting that 

will change hearts. Become a part of our GrassRoots Movement and make it 

happen. It’s FREE to join. Invite your friends. Two or three can multiply into 

hundreds even thousands, and together we can make an impact.

STEPS:

• Join the GrassRoots Movement for FREE

• Invite others �to invite others �to invite others.

• Share your stories. Share the things other people are doing for “Good,” 

so we can get them noticed and help. We will feature one of their stories 

in our monthly newsletter.  

Mail to: Via de Dios. 1099 S. Pantano Rd., #17223, Tucson, AZ, 85731. 

And/or email it to: viadedios.az@gmail.com.

• Download the FLYER. Send to as many people as you can both electronically 

and physically.

• Let us know your experiences from these good deeds.

HELP US HELP OTHERS
viadedios.org/current-events

mailto:viadedios.az%40gmail.com?subject=GrassRoots%20Movement%20email%20from%20Newsletter
https://viadedios.org/current-events/


September Resources: Gratitude

All of these books can be purchased through Amazon Smile:

If you order from Amazon Smile and don’t already have a selected charity, please choose Via de Dios as your charity.

gratefulness.org

Directory:

E OR S UR EC S

(Available on the Via de Dios Store)
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https://www.amazon.com/Good-Day-Gift-Gratitude/dp/1454907983/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=a+good+day+a+gift+of+gratitude&qid=1599007116&sr=8-3
https://viadedios.org/store/
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Thank you for supporting Tucson’s only Christian Center, Via de Dios.
Help us to encourage unity, collaborate and partner with organizations,  

and promote spiritual renewal through classes, events, and retreats.

Each month Insights will be featuring a theme or topic. Our prayers 
will be focused on that particular topic. This month the topic is 
“gratitude.” Will you pray for the following?

• I am so grateful, Heavenly Father, for your gifts of 

mercy and grace.

• Teach me to be aware of the many opportunities to 

show thankfulness, Lord.

• Thank you for being the God of unceasing love. 

May I reflect that love to others.

• In the depths of my struggles, Jesus, allow me to 

experience your gracious presence.

• Holy Spirit guide me in your ways and nurture my 

character to be like yours.

If you have a prayer request, please email your request to: Viadedios.az@gmail.com

Heart Filled Moments— Janis Van Keuren
Janis Van Keuren has been writing for twenty-five years, interviewing and penning peo-

ple’s stories. From her work on staff with various companies, Janis’ feature articles have 

appeared in company publications, local newspapers, and airline magazine, and Christian 

publications. Recently, her story, “A Doctor-Approved Miracle” was published in a Guideposts 

compilation, Divine Interventions: Heartwarming Stories of Answered Prayer. She also 

wrote for 4Tucson magazine

janisvankeuren.com

mailchi.mp/b54352971ac0/welcome-from-canva
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Helpful Links

Become a Member: viadedios.org/plans-pricing

Donate Today: viadedios.org

Email us: viadedios.az@gmail.com

Via de Dios is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, Tax ID # 82-1808624.

mailing address
Via de Dios

1099 S. Pantano Rd., 
#17223

Tucson, AZ 85731

Insights | 10

https://viadedios.org
https://viadedios.org/memberships/
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=B774QL3CPLQ8Q&source=url
mailto:viadedios.az@gmail.com

